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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 April 2010 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 2-7 and 16-21 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed April 12, 2010 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-7 and 16-21 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 16-21 recite a computer-readable medium, which is not explicitly defined 

by the claim or the specification. The broadest reasonable interpretation of such a 

medium would include signals that are computer-readable. Regarding a computer 

program product as a signal, see MPEP 2106 which states: 

For example, a claim reciting only a musical composition, literary work, compilation of data, 
>signal,< or legal document (e.g., an insurance policy) per se does not appear to be a process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter.See, e.g., In re Nuitjen, Docket no. 2006-1371 (Fed. Cir. Sept. 20, 
2007)(slip. op. at 18)("A transitory, propagating signal like Nuitjen's is not a process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter.' ... Thus, such a signal cannot be patentable subject matter."). 

If applicant would like to only claim statutory embodiments of the invention, it is 
suggested that applicant state that the medium of the claim is "non-transitory" in order to 
exclude signal embodiments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 2-7 and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nelson (U.S. Patent 6,628,644) in view of Mize (U.S. Publication 2003/0095650). 

7. As to claims 2 and 16, Nelson discloses a method comprising the steps of: 
receiving by a telephone set telecommunication terminal status information via a 

network (fig. 1; a telephone receives calls through an IP LAN as in fig. 1; col. 2, line 45- 
col. 3, line 20 describe the telephone using the LAN for functions such as 
placing/receiving calls and caller ID); 

establishing by a computer direct communication with the telephone set via the 
network where the computer controls a visual display separate from the telephone set 
(figs. 1-4; col. 4, lines 8-37; a computer interacts directly with the telephone over the 
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same LAN, through a web server that exists on the phone; the computer displays a 
graphic of the phone on its own display); and 

directly accessing the telecommunication terminal status information from the 
telephone set by the computer via the network (col. 7, lines 32-50; the computer user 
can perform any task on the phone on the computer screen instead; this includes 
receiving calls and the aforementioned receiving of caller ID; this is all performed via the 
LAN as shown in fig. 1). 

Nelson does not disclose emphasizing the accessed telecommunication terminal 
status information using visual enhancement and displaying the emphasized visual 
telecommunication terminal status information on the visual display to a user of the 
telecommunication terminal having at least one of poor visual acuity and poor hearing. 
Mize, however, discloses that status information, such as caller ID, is enhanced by 
using large letters and a format that is compatible with a room's ambient light (p. 2, 
section 0019). The motivation for this is to allow a user to easily review caller ID data 
while performing other activities (p. 2, section 0020). It is noted that Mize does not 
specifically mention that the status information is presented to a user having poor vision 
or hearing, but it is also noted that this appears to be an intended use of the claimed 
invention, and further noted that the Mize invention would be well-suited to such a use 
since large characters are used. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
modify Nelson to enhance caller ID information and display the enhanced information in 
order to a allow a user to easily review caller ID data while performing other activities as 
taught by Mize. 
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8. As to claims 3 and 17, Nelson discloses a method wherein the 
telecommunication terminal status information is alert information for the telephone set 
(col. 2, line 45-col. 3, line 20 describe the telephone using the LAN for functions such as 
placing/receiving calls and caller ID; the reception of calls and/or caller ID would read on 
alert information). 

9. As to claims 4 and 1 8, Mize discloses a method wherein the step of emphasizing 
comprises displaying the transmitted telecommunication terminal status information on 
the visual display in a larger format than that used to display the telecommunication 
terminal status information on the telephone set (p. 2, section 0019; large fonts are 
used, as opposed to the small LCD displays on communication terminals described at 
p. 1 , sections 0007-0008). 

1 0. As to claims 5 and 1 9, Mize discloses a method wherein the step of emphasizing 
comprises displaying of the transmitted telecommunication terminal status information 
on the visual display in different visual form (p. 2, section 0019; large fonts and colors 
clearly seen in ambient light are used). 

11. As to claims 6 and 20, Mize discloses a different visual form of both highly visible 
fonts and highly visible colors (p. 2, section 0019; large fonts and colors clearly seen in 
ambient light are used). 

12. As to claims 7 and 21 , Nelson discloses generating audio information to alert a 
user of the telecommunication terminal to the telephone set status information (col. 7, 
lines 32-50; a user can answer calls after receiving them; col. 8, lines 40-47 makes 
clear that ringtones are transmitted over the LAN). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AARON M. RICHER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7790. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 8:30AM- 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kee Tung can be reached on (571) 272-7794. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Aaron M Richer/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2628 

8/2/10 



